
 
BASIC SEARCH GUIDE to  

 

finding Cochrane Systematic 
Reviews on the Cochrane Library 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR) is not a vast database in 

the same way as Medline or CINAHL. The number of completed systematic reviews is 
less than 5000 (November 2008) and these cover the whole range of interventions in 
health care.  
 
This guide looks at finding Cochrane Systematic Reviews only. A search (as outlined 
here) will automatically search all six of the databases which comprise the Cochrane 
Library. The Search Results page will always display the CDSR results first if there are 
any. Just above the results, across the screen, are links to the other databases in the 
Library (Other Reviews | Clinical Trials | etc.) If no results are found in the CDSR then 
it will automatically display the results from the other databases in turn. 
 
Keywords: 
Cochrane uses letter by letter searching. Include any synonyms, alternative spellings 
or alternative names using OR when searching. Remember to also change the drop 
down menu to the right of the search box to Record Title for each box you use. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STARTING A SEARCH 
 
Step 1: Click on Advanced Search 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2: Enter your search term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Search terms need to be carefully selected. Cochrane will search for the sequence of letters that is 
entered, without recognising variations in spelling or terminology. A search for paediatric will not find 
pediatric and a search for pressure ulcer will not find pressure sore. 
 
Step 3: Change the search to Record Title 

 
Library and Learning Resources: Basic Search Guide to finding Cochrane Systematic Reviews              SG1008 

2

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 4: Click on  
 
 
 



Step 5: The screen will now display a list of the Systematic Reviews and Protocols which have matched 
your subject term in the title. Each entry will be marked either    for a full systematic review, or 

 for information on a review currently being undertaken. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 6: To see the full Review or Protocol click on  
 
Step 7: The easiest way to view and print or save a Review is as a PDF file. To do this, click on  
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Step 8: The Review 
To print or save the review use the icons on the tool bar at the top of the image. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 9: How to reference a review 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the page of the Review with the title and abstract, it also says “This record should be cited as:” The 
reference information is all included. To conform to the Faculty of Health Guidelines, place the year in 
brackets after the authors. Do not include the Article No. or DOI. 
 
The above reference would therefore appear as: 
 
FELLOWES, D., WILKINSON, S. & MOORE, P. (2004) Communication skills training for health care 
professionals working with cancer patients, their families and/or carers. Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews. Issue 2. 
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